The effect of lactation on methylmercury intoxication.
Four days after parturition 17 weeks old rats of Porton Wistar strain were given 8 mg/kg mercury as methylmercury chloride for 5 days. Virgin females or mothers separated from their offspring immediately after delivery received the same treatment and served as controls. Compared with these controls, lactation delayed the onset of weight loss, shortened the time between the end of treatment and the onset of weight gain, accelerated the elimination of mercury from the whole body and prevented the development of severe co-ordination disorders. However, lactation had no detectable effect on the elimination of mercury from the brain. Moreover control and lactating females had the same degree of histological abnormalities both in the granular layer of the cerebellum and in the dorsal root ganglion cells.